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The Sydney Motor Show - October 2008 
  
What a privilege it is in this country to have a Motor show in Sydney and Melbourne. 
Thousands of Australian gained access to our local and overseas manufacturer’s latest wares. Current 
releases, hot-up versions and concepts where on display for us to enjoy. 
  
Club members where delighted to be given complimentary passes to see the entire show, thanks to 
Graham’s networking and the generosity of Owen & Campbell Bolwell. On behalf of the BCCA (NSW) club 
I would like to thank Campbell and Owen for not only a great car, but the opportunity to chat and share a 
common passion. I was fortunate to have Campbell personally sign my glove box lid, which I have to say 
looks great in my car. 
 
 

 
  
This year the Sydney show had a special ‘Super car Central’ area designated for the more specialised 
vehicles including: Two Morgan’s, a replica 550 Porsche Spider, a Lotus Elise and the new NAGARI! 
  
One new NAGARI has been ordered by a mine owner in WA from a production run of 5 cars. The 
production batch of cars will incorporate several improvements to finish and handling with the Aurion 3.5 
litre engine as standard. 
  
Interestingly, Campbell has even been to the United States to explore the concept of an ‘Electric’ powered 
variant. He informed us that it had tremendous acceleration and a top speed of 160kph. 
  
A supercar that makes no sound when stationary….now that takes a bit to get your mind around! 
  
Dennis Oste 
President BCCA (NSW) 
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from The Australian International Motor Show website…  
 

AUSSIE VET NAGARI STEPS BACK IN THE RING 
Samantha Stevens 

21 August 2008 

Born of a Ford V8 and a man’s idea of a sports car, the Bolwell Nagari Mk8 first hit Australian 
roads almost 40 years ago. 

Its maker, Campbell Bolwell, founded his company in 1962 with his two brothers and an idea of what an 
Australian made and built sports car should be – still an Aussie V8, and rear-drive, but lighter than a tonne 
and made to hug corners as well as haul on the straights. It is arguably one of the timeliest, and timeless, 
sports cars ever built in Oz. !!Much in the same way as its forefather, the new Nagari prototype – yes, this is 
still essentially a concept - is lightweight at about 900kg, powerful thanks to a supercharged V6, and 
maintains exclusivity through a limited number of hand-built beauties, and with a triple-figure price 
tag. !!Another tradition is its borrowed body parts. While the engine is no longer supplied by Ford, the 
company still has a hand in parts of the car – in the shape and cues of its late business partner, Aston 
Martin. Some of the interior and instrumentation is pure DBS. !!Instead of a V8 up front, the new Nagari 
features a Supra-style supercharged Toyota V6 located behind the seats for optimal weight distribution 
and handling. Matched to a Toyota manual, it should be similar in performance to the 3.5-litre 
supercharged engine in the TRD Aurion. !!Bolwell are also investigating an electric powerplant for the car. 
Its low kerb weight and moulded engine bay makes it a sure-fire prospect for full-electric battery power. 

The first of the much anticipated production models are due in November.  The numbers will be kept 
small to keep both the boutique manufacturer moniker, and to avoid lengthy and expensive crash testing 
and ADR requirements. 

The car will cost "somewhere between $200,000 and $300,000 depending on options," said company 
director Vaughan Bolwell. !!They may build 25. They may build 25 a year. But whatever they do, it will be 
different from the norm, and deliciously Australian. 

You can see the Nagari up close and personal at the Supercar Central stand at the show. 
 
 
 

The Australian International Motor Show website is at 
 

http://carsguide.news.com.au/aims2008/ 
 

There are lots of photos and articles to look at. 
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The Daily Telegraph, Australian International Motor Show guide 



Bolwell Car Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                             page 
 

Slipstream International Motor Show Edition 2008 

www.bolwellcarclubnsw.com 

5 

 
 

 



Bolwell Car Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                             page 
 

Slipstream International Motor Show Edition 2008 

www.bolwellcarclubnsw.com 

6 

 
 

 



Bolwell Car Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                             page 
 

Slipstream International Motor Show Edition 2008 

www.bolwellcarclubnsw.com 

7 

 
 

 



Bolwell Car Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                             page 
 

Slipstream International Motor Show Edition 2008 

www.bolwellcarclubnsw.com 

8 

 
 

 



Bolwell Car Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                             page 
 

Slipstream International Motor Show Edition 2008 

www.bolwellcarclubnsw.com 

9 

Andrew Giannopoulos, Owen Bolwell, John Dickson and Andrews mate (can’t remember his 
name, sorry) 

 
 

John Marr 
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John Dickson 

 
 
Graham Nichols 
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Graham Nichols, Owen Bolwell, Andrew Giannopoulos, Andrews mate and Dennis Oste 

 
 

 
Motor Show Videos 

There are two short videos of the 2008 Nagari that you can view by going the NSW Bolwell Clubs website 
 

www.bolwellcarclubnsw.com 
 

The videos are currently on the first page as well as on the page marked “Bolwell Video” 
 

 
 

Thanks again to Owen and Campbell Bolwell and to all of you who sent me your photos.
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There were a few other cars at the Motor show as well… 
The Porche 550 Spyder replica 
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Bentley special which is built on an Austin Sheerline chassis. Rolls Royce straight 8 engine. 
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The Koenigsegg CCX 

X 

 
1969 Ford Mustang Boss 429 Fastback (LHD) 
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What’s a Motor show without a red Ferrari? 

 
 

 



Bolwell Car Club of Australia (NSW)                                                                                             page 
 

Slipstream International Motor Show Edition 2008 

www.bolwellcarclubnsw.com 

16 

The Ferrari Californian, spotted by Andrew Giannopoulos a few days before the Motor Show, 

  
 

and on display…. 

 
 

 


